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De Nederlandse versie van de nieuwsbrief is te vinden op de website: ReachingRotterdam.nl

Introduction In September (21-27) we enjoyed our Pray

Isaiah 43:19 “See, | am doing a new thing! for your neigbours week. We are thankful

Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?” for the growth of “Bidden voor de Buren,”

from 30 to 50 participating churches in
Honestly, | like new things—who doesn’t? Rotterdam, and for the city of Gouda
Buying something new (even when it is joining for the first time.
second-hand) is exciting.
For our mission among the least reached We also see new people joining our
mission and new ministries coming to life

in Rotterdam. We are thankful for the

in Rotterdam, we are delighted to see new

things, and we long to see even more. We

pray according to God’s promise that He interest from Cornerstone students for our
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Although it is winter as | write this—the Still, we long for more. We are waiting for
trees are leafless and the fields are spring—for an outburst of life and color all
covered with snow—we already see signs around us. God is at work; that is certain.
of new life: small shoots beginning to He invites us to join Him in His work
appeatr. among the unreached in Rotterdam.

We see new seekers coming to our Prayer is our foundation! He is the giver of
churches and to the Arab and Turkish live! Please pray with us for new life,
meetings. We see new leaders taking especially in places where you would least
responsibility among local Christians. We expect it.

see new churches joining us in prayer for

the least-reached people in our project. Daniél van Saane

“Home for the Holidays with Bron van Leven”

For almost two years, the Dutch-Arabic community of Bron van Leven has been meeting at
the Rehobothkerk in Rotterdam North. In these two years, we’ve seen incredible growth
through the work of evangelism, discipleship, and community.

Often in the Church, we emphasize the first two and rightfully so. It’s through evangelism that

people are exposed to the Good News and through discipleship that we’re led deeper in it.

However, we often forget that the simple act of community also brings about meaningful

growth. And this is what we saw at Bron van Leven during the holiday season.
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singing, the presentation of the Gospel, and testimonies from people in the community who
experienced God at work in their lives. The celebration ended with a dance performance by

the children and a surprise visit from Baba Noel, who brought many gifts with him.

The celebrations continued a little over a week later with a New Year’s Eve celebration. Again,
we gathered to sing and hear from the Word, but also to eat, play games, and enjoy entering

the new year together.

For those native to the Netherlands (and even those of us here for work or family), it’s easy to
miss how special these celebrations are. Many of the men and women who came fled from
their home country into a strange new land, full of uncertainty, fear, and even hostility. A great
loneliness and anxiety often come with that, and are only multiplied with the holidays. But

when one has a place to go during this time and, more importantly, a community to spend it

with, those difficult days become much less lonely.

Think of the immigrant parents whose children can receive gifts and build warm holiday
memories. Or those separated from family who can still enjoy a meal and company during
these days. This is Christ’s vision for hospitality and community realized. Because that’s what
the grace of God does, takes people from all over and, through Jesus, brings them together as

one people.

Please keep Bron van Leven in your prayers as it enters its second year.

“Pray Around the World”

Since we started with Reaching Rotterdam,
we have prioritized prayer. In missions,
we’re reminded daily that we’re dependent
on God's work and intervention. With 25%
of Rotterdam's population coming from
unreached people groups, we believe there
is enormous mission potential for this

work and intervention here at our doorstep.

We dream about praying in unity with all
churches for this, asking God to reveal
Himself to the unreached peoples of the
city. We pray for mission work and for

God to provide workers for those groups.
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In all cases of people coming to Christ, we see God intervene. It's God who sends dreams or
gives unrest in the hearts of people who come to Him. But He also uses people and churches.

Therefore, we need to be prepared to be used. And prayer is an excellent way to achieve that.

As RR, we began regular prayer meetings in September 2022. We did these the second
Wednesday of each month at the 24/7 Prayer house. But last September, we decided to try
something new - Prayer Around the World. This was the natural next step for us as the vision
behind is not only praying for but with people.

In 2025, we prayed for the Turks (September), Arabs (October), and Kurds (November). In the
months ahead, we plan to pray for the Hindustani (January), Iranians (February), and

Pakistanis (March). See our website for more details on these prayer meetings:

https://reachingrotterdam.nl/en/activiteiten/pray-around-the-world/

From Pray Around the World, we hope to see a growing prayer movement both for the
unreached and within our churches.

Any Christian with a heart for their neighbors (especially those from a different culture) is

welcome to join us anytime we go out.
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Welcome Kors and Bram!

Reaching Rotterdam has grown a lot in the last three years, part of that growth has been the
addition of new team members. And over the last year we have been blessed to receive two
great additions to the team in Bram van Erkel and Kors Velhuijzen.

To introduce themselves, Bram and Kors answered a few questions. Here’s what they had to

say...

Bram (picture right):

How and when did you become a follower of Jesus?

I grew up in Capelle aan den [Jssel in a Christian family. Yet faith was a far-fetched idea for
me. When [ was 19, God showed me that He is good and has the best intentions for us
humans. God also showed me that I needed Him to achieve my goal as a human being. Jesus
called me to follow Him and I could and wanted nothing else than to become a disciple of
Him.

What made you want to become a member of Reaching Rotterdam?

Immediately after I came to faith, I felt the desire to tell others about Jesus. I have given shape
to this in various ways, including in church, by traveling abroad and evangelizing in the
Netherlands. I have also always had the desire for missions; last year I came into contact with
WEC and through WEC with Reaching Rotterdam.

What do you hope to achieve by working for Reaching Rotterdam?
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can learn a lot from other cultures and people.

Is there a specific population group that you have a heart for?

No, at the moment I do not have a specific population group on my heart. For now, I want to
use my gifts and talents where possible.

How can we pray for you?

Please pray the prayer from Colossians 1:9-14 for me and my family. We have the desire that

God works out His plans in us and that His calling for us becomes increasingly clear.

Kors (Picture left)
Who are you? Give us a brief introduction to yourself.

Hi, thank you for the opportunity to briefly introduce myself. My name is Kors Veldhuijzen, I
am married to Henrieke, and we live with our three sons in Moerkapelle, a village at the
source of Rotterdam, the river Rotte. I currently work as a hardware engineer in industrial
automation and have now the opportunity to work for Reaching Rotterdam one day a week.
What has your faith journey been like?

It is my longing that the good and special news that Jesus came to seek and save lost people
will find its way into people's lives and that God will be praised for it. Growing up in a
Christian family, this love has also found me by grace, and over the years His love and
faithfulness have only grown greater and more beautiful.

What led you to Reaching Rotterdam?

Together with my family, we lived and studied at Cornerstone Bible College for a year during
the 2024/2025 school year. During an internship week in Rotterdam, we were introduced to
the work of Reaching Rotterdam. Even then, we were surprised and moved by the need that
exists so close to our birthplace. When our path did not lead us to a place in another country, I
contacted Reaching Rotterdam to find out if I could help with the work in Rotterdam.

What kind of work are you hoping to do/what are you currently doing/what have you
done so far through Reaching Rotterdam?

In recent months, I have mainly focused on orientation and getting to know the network and
work of Reaching Rotterdam. By helping with local initiatives and talking with people, I now
have a better understanding of Reaching Rotterdam and its mission. I hope to start working on
a new project for Reaching Rotterdam from January onwards.

How can we pray for/best support you?

Please pray for spiritual protection, stability, A deepening relationship with the Lord for me
and my family and for a lot of good spiritual fruit from Rotterdam for His Glory.
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